Post-Travel Filing Instructions: Complete this form within 30 days of returning from

Employee Post-Travel Disclosure of Travel Expenses

travel. Submit all forms to the Office of Public Records in 232 Hart Building,.
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In compliance with Rule 35.2(a) and (c), | make the {ollowing disclosures with respect to travel expenses that have been or will
be reimbursed/paid for me. [ also certify that I have attached:

l:] The original Employee Pre-Travel Authorization (Form RE-1), AND

Private Sponsor(s) (list all):

(] A copy of the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form with all ] attachments (itinerary, invitee list, etc.)

Postsecondary National Policy Institute (PNPI)

Travel date(s): August 6-7, 2019

Name of accompanying family member (if any):
{J Child

Relationship to Traveler: [J Spouse

N/A

[F THE COST OF LODGING DID NOT INCREASE DUE TO THE ACCOMPANYING SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT CHILD, ONLY
INCLUDE LODGING COSTS IN EMPLOYEE EXPENSES. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Expenses for Employee:
Transportation Lodging Expenses Meal Expenses Other Expenses
Expenses (Amount & Description)
Good Faith $55.56 $118 $94 $49.10 (room rentals and
Estimate AV costs)
Actual Amount
Expenses for Accompanying Spouse or Dependent Child (if applicable):
Transportation Lodging Expenses Mecal Expenses Other Expenses
Expenses (Amount & Description)
Good Faith n/a n/a n/a n/a

Estimate

Actual Amount

- rovide a description of all meetings and everits attended. See Senate Rule 35.2(c)(6). (Attach additional pages if

(precessary. .): As the lead staff member for education policy issues, | attended a seminar on higher education accredltatlon Please see the
attached agenda for additional information. All events were attended.
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":_/fo/iq Tlmela %&:){dfﬂm

(Date) (Printed name of traveler)

'égro BE COMPLETED BY SUPERVISING MEMBER/OFFICER:

el LDk

(Signature of tra ueier)

| have made a determination that the expenses set out above in connections with travel described in the Employee Pre-Travel
Authorization form, are necessary transportation, lodging, and related expenses as defined in Rule 35.
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Dute)
evised 1/3/11)

(Signature of Supervising Senator/Officer)

Form RE-2
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June 26% 2019

Dear Pam Davidson, )

We are writing to 1nvite you to parﬁcipat{; In the Postsecondary National Policy Institute’s (PNPI)
seminar on postsecondary accreditation, August 6-7, 2019, in Stevensville, MD at the Kent Manor Inn.
This seminar 1s designed to deepen your understanding of accreditation, its purpose, and its types. The

seminar will also increase your understanding of the complexities and challenges present in the current
sysiem..

Included with this invitation are the forms necessary for ethics rules compli&ﬁce. By Monday, July 8%,

2019, you must submit these included forms and documents directly to the Ethics Committee in
Hart 220. They are:

A copy of this PNPI invitation;

A completed Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form with all attachments, including a Senate
invitee list; |

An ttinerary and agenda; and
A completed and signed Employee Pre-Travel Authorization Form.

After receiving the completed travel package, the Ethics Committee will review the package and issue an

approval for travel to you or your sponsoring Member. The Ethics Committee advises all Senate

employees to maintain copies of all submitted forms for their own records. After the seminar, we will

provide you with fall of the post-travel forms that you will need to complete and submit to the Office of
Public Records.

Even if you are unsure whether you will be able to attend the seminar, please submit the paperwork so

you will have the option to participate. Paperwork submitted to the Ethics Committec after the
deadline will not be considered,

Attendance 1s by 1nvitation only, with no outside observers or lobbyists, Funding is provided solely by
grants from established foundations. No government, individual, foreign, corporate or special interest
money is accepted. The foundations supporting PNPI are the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the
Lumina Foundation, and the Kresge Foundation, No funding has been carmarked for this specific trip by
any of PNPI's funders. PNPI is the sole sponsor, planner and executor of the trip. PNPI maintains
autonomy over the agenda, invitations and materials provided before and after the seminar.

We will depart for Kent Manor Inn at 8:45 am on Tuesday, August 6 from Peace Circle (located by the
reflecting pool on the northwest side of the U.S. Capitol), Pennsylvania Avenue and First Street NW,
Washington, D.C. The program will begin at 10:30 am and will conclude on Wednesday, August 7 at
3:15 pm. If you have any questions about the seminar, please do not hesitate to email or call us directly.
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PNPI’s Accreditation seminar promises to be both educational and productive. We look forward to your
Sincerely,

e

MaryEllen McGuire, President
Postsecondary National Policy Institute (PNPI)

mcguire@pnpl.org
202-407-3172
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Seminar

PNPI

Pomﬂcon DARY NATIONAL PoLICY INSTITUTE

Higher Education Accreditation

Seminar

Stevensville, Maryland
August 6-7, 2019

Goals:

Deepen staff's understanding of what accreditation is, the purposes of accreditation, and
the types of accreditation;

Review the role the federal government plays in overseeing accreditors and
accreditation;

Expand staff's understanding of institutional reviews and accreditor recognition;
Provide staff with an update on negotiated rulemaking as it relates to higher education
accreditation;

Consider how accreditors are currently assessing student outcomes;

Introduce staff to alternative approaches to assessing institutional and/or program
quality; and,

Discuss critiques of the current accreditation system and consider potential
Improvements.

Tuesday, August 6
8:45 am Staff arrive to board shuttle
Peace Circle
Pennsylvania Ave. and First Street NW, Washington, D.C.
9:00 am Depart Peace Circle
10:15 an‘i Arrive at Kent Manor Inn
500 Kent Manor Drive
Stevensville, MD 21666
10:15-10:30 am Check-In and Registration
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10:30am - 12:00 pm Welcome & Accreditation Overview

Speaker:

MaryEilen McGuire, PNPI

Elise Scanlon, Elise Scanlon Law Group
Julie Peller, Higher Learning Advocates

Questions for Discussion:

What is accreditation?
What purposes does it serve?

« What types of institutions are accredited?

« Whatis the higher education triad?

« What are the current roles/responsibilities of and relationships among the members of the
higher education triad? |

« What types of accreditors are there (regional, nationals, specialty)?

« Whatis NACIQI? How are members chosen?
What is NACIQI's role in ensuring accountability?
What is the relationship between NACIQI and the U.S. Department of Education (ED)?
What has GAO recently found regarding the strengths and weaknesses of ED’s oversight of
accreditors?

» What has the IG found and reported?

12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch - Ask an Accreditation Expert!
Lunch will provide an opportunity for staff to ask the day’s panelists additional questions in a

smaller group setting.

1:00-2:15 pm Accreditation Simulation: Accrediting Institutions

Speaker:
Elise Scanlon, Elise Scanlon Law Group

Staff will review the steps involved in accrediting an institution and will take part in a mock
accreditation review.

2:15-2:30 pm Break
2:30-3:45 pm Accreditation Exercise: Recognizing Accreditors
Speaker:

Antoinette Flores, Center for American Progress

Staff will learn more about the recognition process and take part in an exercise designed to help them
better understand how the process unfolds.

3:45-4:00 pm Break



4:00-5:00 pm Negotiated Rulemaking

Speakers:

“Antoinette Flores, Center for American Progress

Michale McComis, Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges:

Questions for Discussion:
What is negotiated rulemaking? How does it work?
e With regard to accreditation: What's happened? What's changed? What's still up for
discussion? |

5:00-5:30 pm Break

5:30-7:00 pm Working Dinner

Dinner will provide an opportunity for staff to ask expert panelists additional questions in a smaller
group setting. In addition, PNPI staff will review the learning from the day and provide a preview of

the second day of programming with an emphasis on what more staff would like to know about
postsecondary accreditation.

Question for Participant Discussion:
Going into tomorrow’s programming, what more would you like to learn?

Wednesday, August 7

8:00-9:00 am Breakfast
9:00-10:30 am Student Qutcome Measures
Speakers:

Nathan Arnold, EducationCounsel
Dr. Leah Matthews, Distance Education Accrediting Commission
Jamie Studiey, WASC Senior College and University Commission

How are accreditors currently assessing student outcomes?
o To what extent are accreditors doing it well?
How else might student outcomes be assessed?

10:30-10:45 am Break
10:45am-12:00 pm Alternative Approaches to Assessing Quality
Speakers:

Erin Knelper, Higher Education Analytics Center at NORC at University of Chicago

Questions for Discussion:
« What alternatives to traditional accreditation exist?
e« How are they assessing quality?
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12:00-1:00 pm Lunch- Ask an Accreditation Expert!
Lunch will provide an opportunity for staff to ask the day’s panelists additional questions in a
smaller group setting.

1:00-2:30 pm Accreditation Roundtable: Critiques & Reform

Speakers:

Emily Bouck West, Higher Learning Advocates

Ben Miller, Center for American Progress

Rick O'Donnell, Skills Fund

Jamie Studley, WASC Senior College and University Commission

The panel will discuss common critiques of the current accreditation system and consider how the
current system of accreditation might be improved.

2:30-2:35pm Break

2:35-3:15 pm Closing PNPI Session

Questions for Participant Discussion;
¢« Whatis your biggest takeaway from the last two days?
What were you most surprised to learn?

How might you apply what you learned to your current work?
e Isthere a part of the process you'd like to learn more about?
3:15 pm Depart from Kent Manor Inn

4:30 pm Arrive at Peace Circle, Washington, D.C.
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PRIVATE SPONSOR TRAVEL CERTIFICATION FORM

This form must be completed by any private entity offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to

Senate Members, officers, or employecs (Senate Rule 35, clause 2). Each sponsor of a fact-finding trip must sign

the completed form, The trip sponsor(s) must provide a copy of the completed form to each invited Senate
traveler, who will then forward it to the Ethics Committec with any other required materials. The trip sponsor(s)

should NOT submit the form directly to the Ethics Committee. Please consult the accompanying instructions for
morc detailed definitions and other key information.

The Senate Member, officer, or employee MUST also provide a copy of this form, along with the appropriate
travel authorization and reimbursement form, to the Office of Public Records (OPR), Room 232 of the Hart
Building, within thirty (30) days after the travel is completed, '

m

[

Sponsor(s) of the trip (please list all sponsors): Postsecondary National Policy Institute (PNPI)

P i

Description of the trip:

This trip is designed to increase participants' understanding of accreditation, its

purpose, its types, and the complexities and challenges present in the current system.

Mg bl

Place of travel:

Name and title of Senate invitees:

Dates of travel: August G-_?' 201_9

Stevensville, MD

See attached.

[ certify that the trip fits one of the following categories:

X] (A) The sponsor(s) are not registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and do not retain or

employ registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and no lobbyist or agents of a foreign
principal will accompany the Member, officer, or employee af any point throughout the trip.
~0OR —

(] (B) The sponsor or sponsors are not registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal, but retain or

employ one or more registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and the trip meets the
requirements of Senate Rule 35.2(a)(2)(A)(1) or (ii) (see question 9).

X1 certify that the trip will not be financed in any part by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign
principal,
—~ AND -

I certify that the sponsor or sponsors will nol accept funds or in-kind contributions earmarked directly

or indirectly for the purpose of financing this specific trip from a registered lobbyist or agent of a

foreign principal or from a private entity that retains or employs one or more registered lobbyists or
agents of a foreign principal.

I certify thaf:

Xl The trip will not in any part be planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a registered lobbyist or
agent of a foreign principal except for de minimis lobbyist involvement.
’ - AND -
X] The traveler will not be accompanied on the frip by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal
except as provided for by Committee regulations relating to lobbyist accompaniment (see guestion 9).

Private Sponsor Certification - Page | of 4
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10.

1.

12,

13.

14.

USE. ONLY XF YOU CHECKED QUESTION 6(B)

| cer:f.fﬁi that if the sponsor or sponsors retain or employ one or more registered lobbyists or agents of a
foreign principal, one of the following scenarios applies:

(] (A) The trip is for attendance or participation in a one-day event (exclusive of travel time and one

overnight stay) and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will accompany the Member,
dfficer, or employee on any segment of the trip.

~OR -

[ (B) The trip is for attendance or participation in a one-day event (exclusive of travel time and two
overnight stays) and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will accompany the
Member, officer, or employee on any segment of the trip (see questions 6 and 10).

-~ OR -

] (C) The trip is being sponsored only by an organization or organizations designated under § 501(0)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will
accompany the Member, officer, or employee af any point throughout the trip,

USE ONLY IF YOU CHECKED QUESTION 9(B)

If the trip includes two overnight stays, please explain why the second night is practically required for
Senate invitees to participate in the travel:

4 An itinerary for the trip is attached to this form. [ cersify that the attached itinerary is a detailed (hour-
by-hour), complete, and final itinerary for the trip.

Briefly describe the role of each sponsor in organizing and conducting the trip:

PNPI Is the sole sponsor, planner, and executor of the trip, PNPI created the agenda, developed the

T e

invitation list, and s managing all event panels and logistics. No funding has been earmarked for thi

specific trip by any of PNPI's funders.

Briefly describe the stated mission of each sponser and how the purpose of the trip relates to that mission:

PNPI provides professlonal development to current and prospeclive policymakers who work on higher

educatlon issues. This eventis designed to increase congresslonal staff's knowledge of federal student

L —

el .

ald programs. A detailed agenda is attached.

e

Briefly describe each sponsor’s prior history of sponsoring congressional trips:

Since 2012, PNPI has sponsored twenty-two congressional staff seminars on postsecondary topics

- _

including federal student aid, student data, and competency-based education.

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 2 of 4

. . . . " . -
Tl il LY i, Bl P SIS S O R T S eI PP fli, iR i P O TV T e TR W TR IR A e it S A RN T T T AT ey it il i, Dt T el TSN bt i CI DTN L T = WL T~ NG RN WL TR A e L N R N R E T L L



Ry
P
0
h)
3
)
€3
CJ
)
K
D
{2
5y

15.

16,

17,

18.

19,

20.

Briefly describe the educational activities performed by each sponsor (other than sponsoring congressional
frips):

In addition to multi-day seminars, PNPi sponsors Hill-based brlefings for larger Hill audlences and s

available to all congressional staff for postsecondary related research support. PNPI also offers

profeéssional development, briefings, and boot camps to prospective policymakers.

Total Expenses for Each Participant:

!

—
-

* +*
L ]

|* Trabisportation ~ | * Mgl [ Opliers
i oensed: | s | Tapeises |7 Hxpensest o)
$55.58 (round trip $118 $94 30
| _ shutile to Kent
E Good Faith Manor Inn)
estimate h

D Actual I ,

Amounts |

o : 1 — ] _ - 4 ]

State whether a) the trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard o congressional

participation or b) the trip involves an event that is arranged or organized specifically with regard to
congressional patticipation:

The trlp Is arranged and organized specifically with regard to congressional participation.

I

Reason for selecting the location of the event or trip

Kent Menor Is located approximately 60 miles easl of D.C. providing coanen'iant access for congressional

staff and speakers.

Name and location of hotel or other lodging facility:

Kent Manor Inn, 500 Kent Manor Drive, Stevensville, MD 21666

I

Reason(s) for selecting hotel or other lodging facility:

The facllity provides both meeting space and overnight ledgings on-site.

T

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 3 of 4
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21,

22,

23,

24,

25.

Describe how the daily expenses for lodging, meals, and other expenses provided to trip participants
compares to the maximum per diem rates for official Federal Government travel:

Lodglng for congressional staff costs $118/night, the federal per diem. Total meal costs are below per

diem.

—p— - = ] — ——

Describe the type and class of transportation being provided. Indicate whether coach, business-class or first

class transportation will be provided. If first-class fare is being provided, please explain why firsi-class
travel 15 nccessary:

Participants will be taking a chartered bus round-trip.

el .

I represent that the travel expenses that will be paid for or reimbursed to Senate invitees do not include

expenditures for recreational activities, alcohol, or entertainment (other than entertainment provided to
all altendees as an integral part of the event, as permissible under Senate Rule 35).

List any entertainment that will be provided to, paid for, or reimbursed to Senate invitees and explain why
the entertainment is an integral part of the event:

None

el o

—

I hereby certify that the information contained herein is true, complete and correct. (For trips involving

more than one sponsor, you mmf'y; lude a completed sipnature page for each additional sponsor):
Signature of Travel Sponsor: /1 ff/ é % _ )

MaryEllen McGuire, P séﬂt

Name and Title:
Postsecondary National Policy Institute (PNPI)

= Mgl

Name of Organization:

Address: 718 7th Street NW, Floor 2, Washington, DC 20001

Telephone Number: 202-407-3172

Fax Number:

E-mail Address: Tc9uire@pnpi.org

=iy -

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 4 of 4
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ATTACHMENT:
Senate Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form

5. Name and title of Senate invitees:

Mary Nguyen Barry Allison Feikes

Senior Policy Advisor Legislative Assistant

Senator Murray Senator Braun

Tim Carlton Karishma Merchant

Policy Advisor Senior Education Policy Advisor
Senator Cassidy Senator Kaine

Pam Davidson
Professional Staff Member
Senator Enzi

All staff were invited due to their employment with the Senate HELP Committee or with a
Member who sits on the Senate HELP committee.



Date/Time Stamp: |
EMPLOYEE PRE-TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION

Pre-Travel Filing Instructions: Complete and submit this form at least 30 days
priot to the travel departure date to the Sclect Committee on Ethics in SH-220.

[ncomplete and late travel submissions will not be considered or approved. This
form must be typed and is available as a fillable PDF on the Committee’s website

at ethics.senate.gov, Retain a copy of your entire pre-travel submission for your
required post-travel disclosure,
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Pam Davi
Name of Traveler: avidson

Employing Office/Committee: Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee

Postsecondary National Policy Institute (PNPI)

Private Sponsor(s) (list all):
August 6-7, 2019

Travel date(s):
Note: If you plan to extend the trip for any reason you must notify the Committee,

Stevensville, MD

Destination(s):

Explain how this tvip is specifically connected to the traveler’s official or representational duties:

In her role as a Professional Staff Member, Pam is the lead staff member for education policy issues. Her altendancs at the PNP/'s
Higher Education Accredialion Seminar is timely and relates directly lo her role as the lead staff member for education policy issues.

The Seminar is educational and will allow her to gain a desper understanding of the topic being presented as the HELP Committee
works towards the reauthoriation of the Higher Education Act,

Name of accompanying family member (if any): N/A
Relationship to Employee: (] Spouse  [] Child

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, compls corregh tofthe best of

7-{’6”67 ” (Y A

(Date) (Sr'gnn! ire of E:pfayee)

TO BE COMPLETED BY SUPERVISING SENATOR/OFFICER (President of the Senate, Secretary of the Senate, Scrgeant at Arms,
Secretary for the Majority, Secrctary for the Minority, and Chaplain):
Lamar Alexander Pam Davidson
1, hereby authorize
(Print Senator 's/Officer's Name) (Print Traveler’s Name)

an employee under my direct supervision, to accept payment or reimbursement for necessary transportation, lodging, and
related expenses for travel to the event described above. 1 have determined that this travel is in connection with his or her

duties as a Senate employee or an officeholder, and will not create the appearance that he or she is using public office for
private gain,

I have also determined that the attendance of the employee's spouse or child is appropriate to assist in the representation
of the Secnate. (signify “yes” by checking box)[ ]

7/16/ 19 \osma PROXMELA

(Date) (Signanure of Srrpervfsrfﬁg'ﬁenamr/{}'fﬁced
(Revised 10/19/195) Form RE-]
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